
 

 

PRESSEMITTEILUNG 

Umfangreiche Abholzungen im Godorfer Grüngürtel des Energy and 
Chemicals Park Rheinland unvermeidbar 

Köln, 7. November 2022 – Im Godorfer Grüngürtel des Energy and Chemicals Park 
Rheinland müssen zahlreiche Bäume gefällt werden. Die forstwirtschaftlichen Arbeiten 
beginnen noch im November. Die intensive Hitze im Sommer dieses Jahres sowie die 
Trockenheit der vergangenen Jahre haben dazu geführt, dass viele Bäume sich nicht mehr 
gegen bestimmte Pilzarten zur Wehr setzen können. Sie sterben. „Ziel von sukzessiven 
Verjüngungsmaßnahmen ist es nun, unseren Forst nachhaltig zu erhalten“, erläutert Jörg 
Nielsen, Kommunikations-Manager bei Shell. „Wir werden erhebliche Summen aufbringen, 
um unseren Wald mit anderen Baumarten zukunftsfähig zu machen und somit zu erhalten.“ 

Grund für die dafür erforderlichen umfangreichen Fällungen ist ein Pilzbefall. Der Bestand besteht 
zu rund 80 Prozent aus Ahornen und Eschen. Durch die langen Trocken- und Hitzeperioden der 
vergangenen Jahre und den damit verbundenen Wassermangel gerieten insbesondere diese 
Baumkulturen in eine besondere Stresssituation. Unter anderem hatten die Bäume nicht mehr 
genug Kraft, um sich zum Beispiel gegen den sogenannten Rußrindenpilz zu wehren. Dieser sehr 
aggressive Baumpilz führt nun zu einem raschen Absterben der von ihm befallenen Kultur. Eine 
weitere schwere Baumkrankheit ist das Eschentriebsterben, das von einem aus Ostasien 
eingeschleppten Pilz verursacht wird. 

Der Energy and Chemicals Park Rheinland wird von etwa 80 Hektar Wald umgeben – die Hälfte 
davon auf Kölner Stadtgebiet. In Godorf müssen nach jetzigen Erkenntnissen in den kommenden 
Jahren auf etwa 20 Hektar zahlreiche Ahorn- und Eschenbäume gefällt werden. Sie werden durch 
Traubeneichen sowie Kirsch- und Lindenbäume ersetzt. Den Auftakt macht in diesem Jahr eine 
Fläche von rund 1,5 Hektar.  

Bei dem Shell Grüngürtel handelt es sich um Wald im Sinne des Landesforstgesetzes. Das 
bedeutet, dass der Landesbetrieb Wald und Holz Nordrhein-Westfalen mit dem hiesigen 
Regionalforstamt Rhein-Sieg-Erft für die nachhaltige Sicherung der Waldeigenschaft zuständig ist. 
Der Landesbetrieb hat Shell deshalb zu der Waldverjüngung geraten und wird für die fachlich und 
rechtlich korrekte Umsetzung sorgen. 
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Zusatzinformationen: 
Der Shell Energy and Chemicals Park Rheinland liegt im Kölner Süden. Bis zu 3.000 Beschäftigte 
produzieren hier rund zehn Prozent des in Deutschland verbrauchten Diesel- und Ottokraftstoffes, 
rund 15 Prozent des Kerosins sowie Produkte für die chemische Industrie. Shell stellt derzeit an 
dem Standort im Rheinischen Revier wichtige Weichen für zukunftsweisende 
Energiewendeprojekte. Dazu zählen der Betrieb einer der europaweit größten Anlagen für die 
Herstellung von Grünem Wasserstoff sowie der Aufbau einer LNG-Anlage für CO2-neutralen Lkw-
Treibstoff.  

 
Cautionary note 
The companies in which Shell plc directly and indirectly owns investments are separate legal entities. In this press release “Shell”, “Shell 
Group” and “Group” are sometimes used for convenience where references are made to Shell plc and its subsidiaries in general. Likewise, 
the words “we”, “us” and “our” are also used to refer to Shell plc and its subsidiaries in general or to those who work for them. These terms 
are also used where no useful purpose is served by identifying the particular entity or entities. ‘‘Subsidiaries’’, “Shell subsidiaries” and “Shell 
companies” as used in this press release refer to entities over which Shell plc either directly or indirectly has control. Entities and unincorporated 
arrangements over which Shell has joint control are generally referred to as “joint ventures” and “joint operations”, respectively. “Joint 
ventures” and “joint operations” are collectively referred to as “joint arrangements”.  Entities over which Shell has significant influence but 
neither control nor joint control are referred to as “associates”. The term “Shell interest” is used for convenience to indicate the direct and/or 
indirect ownership interest held by Shell in an entity or unincorporated joint arrangement, after exclusion of all third-party interest.  

 Forward-Looking Statements 

This press release contains forward-looking statements (within the meaning of the U.S. Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995) 
concerning the financial condition, results of operations and businesses of Shell. All statements other than statements of historical fact are, or 
may be deemed to be, forward-looking statements. Forward-looking statements are statements of future expectations that are based on 
management’s current expectations and assumptions and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results, 
performance or events to differ materially from those expressed or implied in these statements. Forward-looking statements include, among 
other things, statements concerning the potential exposure of Shell to market risks and statements expressing management’s expectations, 
beliefs, estimates, forecasts, projections and assumptions. These forward-looking statements are identified by their use of terms and phrases 
such as “aim”, “ambition”, ‘‘anticipate’’, ‘‘believe’’, ‘‘could’’, ‘‘estimate’’, ‘‘expect’’, ‘‘goals’’, ‘‘intend’’, ‘‘may’’, “milestones”, ‘‘objectives’’, 
‘‘outlook’’, ‘‘plan’’, ‘‘probably’’, ‘‘project’’, ‘‘risks’’, “schedule”, ‘‘seek’’, ‘‘should’’, ‘‘target’’, ‘‘will’’ and similar terms and phrases. There are a 
number of factors that could affect the future operations of Shell and could cause those results to differ materially from those expressed in the 
forward-looking statements included in this press release, including (without limitation): (a) price fluctuations in crude oil and natural gas; (b) 
changes in demand for Shell’s products; (c) currency fluctuations; (d) drilling and production results; (e) reserves estimates; (f) loss of market 
share and industry competition; (g) environmental and physical risks; (h) risks associated with the identification of suitable potential acquisition 
properties and targets, and successful negotiation and completion of such transactions; (i) the risk of doing business in developing countries 
and countries subject to international sanctions; (j) legislative, judicial, fiscal and regulatory developments including regulatory measures 
addressing climate change; (k) economic and financial market conditions in various countries and regions; (l) political risks, including the risks 
of expropriation and renegotiation of the terms of contracts with governmental entities, delays or advancements in the approval of projects 
and delays in the reimbursement for shared costs; (m) risks associated with the impact of pandemics, such as the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
outbreak; and (n) changes in trading conditions. No assurance is provided that future dividend payments will match or exceed previous 
dividend payments. All forward-looking statements contained in this press release are expressly qualified in their entirety by the cautionary 
statements contained or referred to in this section. Readers should not place undue reliance on forward-looking statements. Additional risk 
factors that may affect future results are contained in Shell plc’s Form 20-F for the year ended December 31, 2021 (available at 
www.shell.com/investor and www.sec.gov). These risk factors also expressly qualify all forward-looking statements contained in this press 
release and should be considered by the reader.  Each forward-looking statement speaks only as of the date of this press release, 07.11.22. 
Neither Shell plc nor any of its subsidiaries undertake any obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statement as a result of 
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new information, future events or other information. In light of these risks, results could differ materially from those stated, implied or inferred 
from the forward-looking statements contained in this press release. 

Shell’s net carbon footprint 

Also, in this press release we may refer to Shell’s “Net Carbon Footprint” or “Net Carbon Intensity”, which include Shell’s carbon emissions 
from the production of our energy products, our suppliers’ carbon emissions in supplying energy for that production and our customers’ 
carbon emissions associated with their use of the energy products we sell. Shell only controls its own emissions. The use of the term Shell’s 
“Net Carbon Footprint” or “Net Carbon Intensity” are for convenience only and not intended to suggest these emissions are those of Shell 
plc or its subsidiaries. 

Shell’s net-Zero Emissions Target 

Shell’s operating plan, outlook and budgets are forecasted for a ten-year period and are updated every year.  They reflect the current 
economic environment and what we can reasonably expect to see over the next ten years. Accordingly, they reflect our Scope 1, Scope 2 
and Net Carbon Footprint (NCF) targets over the next ten years.  However, Shell’s operating plans cannot reflect our 2050 net-zero 
emissions target and 2035 NCF target, as these targets are currently outside our planning period. In the future, as society moves towards 
net-zero emissions, we expect Shell’s operating plans to reflect this movement. However, if society is not net zero in 2050, as of today, there 
would be significant risk that Shell may not meet this target.  

Forward Looking Non-GAAP measures 

This press release may contain certain forward-looking non-GAAP measures such as cash capital expenditure and divestments. We are 
unable to provide a reconciliation of these forward-looking Non-GAAP measures to the most comparable GAAP financial measures because 
certain information needed to reconcile those Non-GAAP measures to the most comparable GAAP financial measures is dependent on 
future events some of which are outside the control of Shell, such as oil and gas prices, interest rates and exchange rates. Moreover, 
estimating such GAAP measures with the required precision necessary to provide a meaningful reconciliation is extremely difficult and could 
not be accomplished without unreasonable effort. Non-GAAP measures in respect of future periods which cannot be reconciled to the most 
comparable GAAP financial measure are calculated in a manner which is consistent with the accounting policies applied in Shell plc’s 
consolidated financial statements. 

The contents of websites referred to in this press release do not form part of this press release. 

We may have used certain terms, such as resources, in this press release that the United States Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
strictly prohibits us from including in our filings with the SEC.  Investors are urged to consider closely the disclosure in our Form 20-F, File No 
1-32575, available on the SEC website www.sec.gov . 
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